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PHILOLOGY & LINGUISTICS: Demo version of the final round tasks  
 
1. Speech ontogenesis is:  
1. Learning major linguistic units  
2. The main stages of forming verbal ability  
3. Learning the main linguistic rules  
4. The appearance of language in society  
ANSWER: 2  
  
2. What does APPLIED linguistics do? Select one or more answers.  
1. studies the geographical distribution of languages  
2. compiles a general linguistic theory of speech  
3. compiles dictionaries of different types  
4. describes system-structural relations in language  
5. studies the problems of automatic information retrieval and machine translation  
ANSWER: 3, 5  
  
3. Who in the list is a well-known linguist?  
1. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe  
2. Jean-Baptiste Poquelin (Molière)  
3. George Gordon Byron  
4. Jacob Ludwig Karl Grimm  
ANSWER: 4  
  
4. Determine the list of linguistic units and organize them in hierarchical order:  
allophone, syntagm, collocation structure, morpheme, sememe, hyperseme, word, lexical item, 
lexico-semantic alternant, phoneme, phonemic alternant, distinctive feature (merisme), 
collocation, sentence clause structure, synonym, morph, invariant. 
ANSWER:  
sentence clause structure 
collocation structure 
word 
morpheme 
phoneme 
distinctive feature (merisme) 
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 5. What word in the sentence below is used in the metaphorical meaning? Write down the 
word in the grammatical form in which it is used in the sentence.  
More than anything, the procurator hated the smell of rose oil ... the smell began to haunt the 
procurator from dawn (M. Bulgakov).  
ANSWER: haunt  
  
6. Conveying similar information by means of different syntactic constructions with different 
stylistic nuances is called syntactic  
1. stylistics  
2. connotation  
3. synonymy  
4. homonymy  
ANSWER: 3  
  
7. Which figure of speech does the following example represent (see the collocation in bold)?  
Up the face of the hill climbed the McGregors (Sherwood Anderson).  
1. Inversion  
2. Enumeration  
3. Repetition  
ANSWER: 1  
  
8. Which style is not related to the official area of communication:  
1. Official  
2. Informal (conversational)  
3. Scientific  
4. Publicistic (journalistic)  
ANSWER: 2 
 
9. The historical research method involves:  
1. the explanation of causes and patterns of the studied phenomena  
2. developing a scientific theory based on studying the essence of the subject  
3. studying the formation and development of the subject  
ANSWER: 3  
  
10. The most extreme form of irony is:  
1. synecdoche  
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2. allusion  
3. sarcasm  
4. caricature  
ANSWER: 3  
  
11. Write an essay of between 100 words and 300 words on one of the topics below:   
A. Learning a Language Develops Your Mind  
ANSWER: Learning one or two foreign languages has become part of a pattern of modern 
education. But no matter whether we start learning a foreign language at school or decide to 
take it up later in life we are not fully aware of the venture we embark on. Language textbooks 
supply us with a ready-made set of answers to the question “Why are you learning the 
language?” It is usually something like “I need it to travel”, “I need it for my job”, or “to get a 
place at university”. However, as soon as you get started you find many other things that keep 
you going.  
First of all, you discover that you have to know more of the language than the portion that 
enables you just to listen to the lectures and take notes or perform the tasks listed in your job 
description. And that implies a little more than boosting your language skills. The 
need to “function properly” within a different culture makes you find out about its inner 
workings and it destroys your stereotypical attitudes towards the foreign culture and – 
ironically – your own culture as well. The mere fact that things might go not the way you are 
accustomed to sets you thinking, comparing and making conclusions.  
The following step is understanding that a foreign language is still a foreign language. You might 
speak it for a long time to your colleagues, family and friends, you might even teach it - and still 
it will offer you an opportunity of a small discovery every day, which definitely enhances your 
life if you are not afraid of making a stupid mistake, of course.  
Next, with more than a nodding acquaintance with a foreign language you may decide to make 
your language skills a profession – become a tour guide, an interpreter, a language teacher or 
advisor. Thus, learning a foreign language may change your life trajectory.  
Finally, in your ripe middle age, learning a foreign language can save you from a lot of age-
related health issues. A number of studies suggest that this challenging activity promotes 
mental alertness and safeguards your memory from deterioration.  
All in all, learning a foreign language is a lifelong journey involving hard work but rewarding 
with continuous adventure. It does not only offer health benefits and promote professional 
development but introduces you to a different culture a large part of which you would never 
discover, but for the language. Doesn’t it mean that learning a foreign language you emerge a 
different person?  
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B. Why do linguists consider syntax to be the highest level in the hierarchy of language levels? 
Provide arguments.  
APPROXIMATE RESPONSE LOGIC: only in syntactic units is the communicative function of the 
language realized; statements (sentences) as syntactic units are the primary speech reality; in 
syntactic units, the elimination of the polysemy of a word occurs, actual connections between 
language and the world are established; syntax is the "center" of the grammatical system of the 
language.  
  
C. How do you understand the statement of the famous American philosopher John. R. Searle: 
“Literature” is a name that we give to a particular speech product, proceeding from the set of 
our attitudes in relation to it, and not from its own intrinsic properties"? Give a brief (100 to 
300 words) interpretation of this statement.  
APPROXIMATE RESPONSE LOGIC: The “literary character” of a work of art depends on the 
conventions that we apply to it; whether to consider a particular work as literature or not - is 
the prerogative of the recipient (reader); literature exists in the dialogue between the author 
and the reader; conditions of reader's perception are determined by external conditions: social 
environment, cultural experience, literary criticism, etc. 
 

   
 


